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Welcome 2021 with Thankfulness  
Stay Safe, Healthy  and Happy 

Let’s continue to be thankful for our Sea Services, government leadership, 
health care, medical and everyone who provides services that we all depend 
on. Continue to focus on staying healthy and safe in your home and wher-
ever you go. Have a safe and happy  and healthy 2021! 

Reminder to Navy League Channel Islands Council members and support-
ers that our luncheons are cancelled until further notice. Awards program 
continues. Board meetings will be held online using Zoom.  

Thanks to Navy League Channel Islands Council members for your gener-
osity during 2020 with your “no-show” luncheon donations and December 
Holiday donations, USMC Toys for Tots contributions. Navy League mem-
bers, Bette Alburtis and Lisa Guillen at the Imperial Oxnard Mobile Home 
Park also assisted with collecting toys from residents and Council members 
also contributed toys, filling three large cartons. We appreciate all 2020 
sponsors and officials who supported all awardees during 2020. Teamwork 
during the pandemic was outstanding and we will continue to move for-
ward under the leadership of Purna Pai, 2021 Council President. 

Installation will be held on Tuesday, January 26, 2021 at 10:00 am on Zoom 
with Tom Fraser as Installation Officer. January Board meeting will be con-
ducted on Zoom after the Installation. 2021 Officers and Board members are 
listed on page 6 in this issue.  

Remember to renew and recruit new members. If you are not a Navy 
League Life Member, please consider to renew as a Life member. Refer to 
the Application form on page 5 for the one-time payment. If you prefer to 
keep your membership at your current level, please remember to renew. 
We appreciate ALL Navy League members for your continuing support!  

Thanks to Michael Johnson for sharing fond memories and research about 
his grandfather and great uncle’s service to our country. We appreciate all 
our veterans who have served and continue to serve for our freedom.  
 Stay safe and healthy!   Look forward to hearing from you soon.  
                
Arlene Fraser, Life Member NLUS arlene64@aol.com 805 377-0468 

President’s Message 

Arlene Fraser, 2019-2020 
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My  Grandfather Roy and Great Uncle Ray 

on USS Oklahoma, in the U.S. Navy 1940’s 
From Michael Johnson 

My grandfather Roy Johnson was on the USS Oklahoma as of October 1, 1940. 
It is not clear if he was on the ship on December 7, 1941. However, I learned his 
twin brother Ray was on the ship the morning of the Pearl Harbor attack.  

I was able to find a ship muster that had both brothers on the ship. I also 
found a document that my Great Uncle Ray Johnson was “wounded at Pearl 
Harbor” and sent to Naval Hospital in NYC. He was discharged likely honora-
ble or perhaps with medical conditions in 1942. Now I have a quest to make 
sure he receives his Purple Heart and rightfully so.  

I was able to find a greater mystery with my grandfather Roy. According to an older cousin-my great 
grandmother Susie got a telegram stating that Ray was injured and that Roy was MIA. No one knows 
if he was on the ship at the time or if  he was off base training maybe in California? Grandpa Roy 
shows up to his parents house in Riverside, CA about one week after Pearl Harbor letting his parents 
know he was fine and that Ray was in a hospital but he would be fine too. 

My grandfather I believe then gets transferred at that point to the USS Strong which is later also de-
stroyed by the Japanese and sunk by torpedo. Obviously somehow my grandfather survives this but I 
don’t know if he was on the ship when it was attacked. 

My grandfather later gets stationed on a Naval Tugboat no ship name and then is honorable dis-
charged in 1943. My grandfather is buried in Clark County, Nevada, I believe in Boulder, NV with full 
veteran honors. He went to work after the war I believe still in the Navy or Air Force testing nuclear 
missiles. He later worked at the El Cortez Casino as a pit boss in Las Vegas. I have fond memories of 
this and several stories. I miss him a lot and I wish I knew more about him. 

My dad whom I spoke to recently, didn’t know they were both on the USS Oklahoma. He thought his 
dad was on a tugboat the whole time. I begin to think my grandfather perhaps had survivors guilt. He 
passed away in 2003. Both my grandfather and his twin used their middle names...perhaps a twin 
thing. They were both born on August 20, 1920 in Arkansas. Simon Ray Johnson died on December 31, 
1988 and Salmon Roy Johnson passed in 2003, I think. Both enlisted on July 11, 1940  and both were on 
the USS Oklahoma from October 1, 1940. 

My dad was in Vietnam Era Navy about 1968-1971 USS Camp DD 251. He served as a radioman. 
The National archives are closed because of Covid, once they open I hope to get more specific information.                
I enjoy my membership in Navy League Channel Islands Council.  



3 

Winter 2021 

Jan. Feb. Mar. 

Vol. 44  Issue 1 

The Pilot 
Navy League of the United States   

Channel Islands Council     

Despite the Corona virus the Awards program 
is proceeding normally with the change in the 
actual presentation ceremony to comply with 
the rules on assembly and safe distancing.  

The individuals selected as the service member 
of the year as well as the NJROTC cadet of the 
year and the Sea Cadet of the year and the Navy 
League Cadet of the year are being recognized 
with a Channel Islands Council (CIC) certificate 
plus a CIC coin and a check. They also receive 
certificates from Congresswoman Brownley, 
Assemblywoman Irwin, County Supervisor 
Long, the Oxnard Harbor District, the cities of 
Camarillo, Moorpark, Oxnard, Port Hueneme 
and Ventura.  

Previously a presentation was made at the Bard 
at a luncheon (prior to March 2020)honoring 
the individual and the individual’s service. 

Currently the individual receives 
the same certificates, but they are 
presented by a senior member of 
his/her command for the CIC at an 
extremely limited ceremony. 

It is believed that it was more important to rec-
ognize the achievement promptly than to wait 
for an indefinite time to have a larger ceremony. 

Our thanks go to the Sponsors who make the 
awards program possible and the political or-
ganizations that make the award so special.   

We are currently requesting 2021 Award Spon-
sors to pledge contributions to support our Mili-
tary and Youth awards. Please let me know if 
you are interested to sponsor this year’s awards. 
Contact me at 805 485-3995 or 805 276-8474. 
Thanks for your support! 

2021 Awards: Dates to be announced 
Month: Awards to: 
January  Sea Cadets/NLCC of the Year 
March  Seabees of the Year 
May  NJROTC of the Year 
August USCG Sailor of the Year 
October U.S. Navy Sailors of the Year 
November U.S. Marine of the Year 
 

Bob Quinn, 

Military & Youth Awards Chairman  

STATUS of Channel Islands Council Military and Youth Awards Program 

For your information, Judy 
Quinn sent a sympathy card 
to Raquel Millan, in the loss 
of her husband, Edward J. 
Millan.  Ed was a Life Mem-
ber of Navy League and 

served as  President of the Channel Islands 
Council. He passed away on November 19, 
2020. We extend our sincere sympathy to 
Raquel and her family and to all families who 
have gone through a loss of a loved one in 2020.  
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Congratulations to Holiday Gift Basket & See’s Candy Winners!                                   

Celebrate the Good Times! 

Tom Fraser 

Holiday Gift Baskets & See’s Candies 

Winners not in photos: Jim and Mona 
Cecil, Janice Guitard, Bernadette 
McDowell, John and Cynthia Janacek. 

Thanks to all donors for your generous 
support, total raised  $2,440.00. 

Thanks to Annette Block for preparing 
the beautiful gift baskets!  

Stan and Annette Block

Dorothy Carmack 

Mickie Grimaldi

  

Judy and Bob Quinn 

LaVonne Fosse

Bette Alburtis  

  

Elaine and Steve Huber                                  Purna Pai  

  

Janet Foley 

Leslie and Elaine Smith   
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2021 Officers and  

Board of Directors 

Purna Pai  

 President 

Cynthia Janacek  

 1st Vice President, 

  Membership 

Tony Suleiman  

 2nd Vice President, 

 Programs 

Annette Block  

 3rd Vice President, 

 Ways and Means 

Robert Quinn  

 Recording Secretary 

Kitty Hurliman  

 Corresponding  

 Secretary 

Jim Cecil, Jr.  

 Treasurer 

Bette Alburtis  

 Chaplain 

Arlene Fraser  

 Judge Advocate 

Board of Directors: 

Dorothy Carmack                

Deborah Ehrich                 

LaVonne Fosse                                                 

Tom Fraser                                                            

Judy Quinn 

Channel Islands Council 
Navy League of the United States 
Post Office Box 873 
Port Hueneme, CA, 93044 

www.navyleaguecica.com 

SGT Francisco Gama, USMC  Marine of the Year 

On November 24, 2020, Bob Quinn and Purn Pai went to the NBVC 
(gate) to present Marine of the Year award to Sgt. Francisco Gama. 
Bob made the presentation of the award certificates and a check pay-
able to the Marine NCO  Fund.  

Three full boxes of toys donated to the USMC Toys For Toys pro-
gam. Navy League members, Bette Alburtis and Lisa Guillen at the 
Imperial Oxnard Mobile Home Park also assisted with collecting 
toys from residents and Council members also contributed toys. Bob 
and Purna coordinated the  USMC toys  and award. Marines and 
families with children extend special thanks to everyone for making 
Christmas 2020 a merry and joyous time. Thanks for donating toys! 

Standing (L to R) Gunnery Sgt. Penney, Major Raike, Sgt. Francisco Gama and Captain 
Robert Quinn. Photo on the right: Congratulations tote presented to SGT. Gama.  

Congratulations! 

Special reminder: Contact  Judy Quinn,  at 805  
485-3995 and let her know of any ill or bereaved 
member. She will get a card in the mail immediate-
ly. Please keep her informed, as each and every one 
of our Navy Leaguers are very important to us.  


